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R277.  Education, Administration.
R277-422.  State Supported Voted Local Levy, Board Local Levy and  Reading
Improvement Program.
R277-422-[2]1.  Authority and Purpose.

[A.](1)  This rule is authorized by: 
(a) Utah Constitution Article X, Section 3, which vests general control and

supervision of public education in the Board[,];
(b) Section 53A-1-401, which allows the Board to make rules to execute the Board's

duties and responsibilities under the Utah Constitution and state law;
(c) Subsection 53A-1-402(1)(e), which directs the Board to establish rules for:
(i) school productivity and cost effectiveness measures[,]; 
(ii) federal programs[,]; 
(iii) school budget formats[,]; and 
(iv) financial, statistical, and student accounting requirements[, and Section 53A-1-

401(3) which allows the Board to adopt rules in accordance with its responsibilities].
[B.](2) The purpose of this rule is to specify requirements, timelines, and

clarifications for: 
(a) the state-supported voted local levy[,]; 
(b) the board local levy[,]; and 
(c) the reading improvement program.

R277-422-[1]2.  Definitions.
[A.](1)  “Ad valorem property tax” means a tax based on the assessed value of real

estate or personal property.
[B.  “Board” means the Utah State Board of Education.]
[C.](2)  “Board local levy” means a [state-supported program under Section 53A-

17a-164 to cover a portion of the costs within the school district’s general fund of the state-
supported minimum school program] tax levied by a local board in accordance with Section
53A-17a-164 to support a district’s general fund.

[D.](3) “Free or reduced meal applications” means the applications received by a
school district or charter school under the Board-supervised federal Child Nutrition
Program.

[E.](4)  “Local board” means the school board members elected to govern a school
district.

[F.](5) “State-supported” means a formula-based state contribution of funds to the
voted local levy  program and the [B]board local levy program as defined in Section 53A-
17a-133[(3)] and Section 53A-17a-164[(3)].

[G.  “USOE” means the Utah State Office of Education.]
[H.](6)  “Voted local levy” means a state-supported program in which a voter-

approved property tax levy under Section 53A-17a-133 is authorized to cover a portion of
the costs within the general fund of the state-supported minimum school program in a
district.

[I.](7)  “Weighted pupil unit “ or “[(]WPU[)]” [means the basic per pupil unit used to
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calculate the amount of state funds for which a school district is eligible] has the same
meaning as set forth in Subsection 53A-17a-103(8).

R277-422-3. Requirements and Timelines for State-Supported Voted Local Levy and
Board Local Levy.

[A.](1) A local board may establish a state-supported voted local levy program
following an election process [that approves a special tax.  The election process is
provided for under] in accordance with Section 53A-17a-133[(2)].

[B.](2) A [L]local board[s] which [have] has approved voted local levy or voted
leeway programs since 1965 may set an annual fiscal year fixed tax rate levy for the voted
local levy equal to or less than the levy authorized by the election.

[C. A school district may budget an increased amount of ad valorem property tax
revenue from a voted local levy in addition to revenue from new growth without required
compliance with the advertisement requirements if the voted local levy is or was approved:

(1)  on or after January 1, 2003;
(2)  within the four-year period immediately preceding the year in which the school

district seeks to budget an increased amount of ad valorem property tax; and
(3) for a voted local levy approved or modified on or after January 1, 2009, the

proposition submitted to the voters contains the following statement:  A vote in favor of this
tax means that (name of school district) may increase revenue from this property tax
without advertising the increase for the next five years.

D. Any prior year voted and board local funding balance shall be used to increase
the current guarantee for the board and voted local levy programs.  Funding shall be
distributed based on the increased guarantee per WPU.]

[E.](3) A district may budget and expend [S]state and local funds received [by a local
board] under the voted local levy or board local levy program [are unrestricted revenue and
may be budgeted and expended] within the school district’s general fund as unrestricted
revenue.

[F.](4)  In order to receive state support for an initial voted local levy tax rate, a local
board shall receive voter approval no later than December 1 prior to the commencement
of the fiscal year of implementation of that initial voted local levy tax rate.

[G.](5)  If a school district qualifies for state support the year prior to an increase in
its existing voted local levy; and:

([1]a) does not receive voter approval for an increase after June 30 of the previous
fiscal year and before December 2 of the previous fiscal year; and

([2]b) intends to levy the additional rate for the fiscal year starting the following July
1; then

([3]c) the district [shall] may only receive state support for the existing voted local
levy tax rate and not the additional voter-approved tax rate for the fiscal year commencing
the following July 1[,]; and

([4]d) shall receive state support for the existing and additional voter-approved tax
rate for each year thereafter, as long as the district qualifies to receive state support.
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R277-422-4. K-3 Reading Achievement Program.
[A.  The K-3 Reading Improvement Program consists of program funds and is

created to achieve the state’s goal of having third graders reading at or above grade level.
B.  Funding
(1) The calculation for the K-3 Reading Achievement funding shall be consistent with

Section 53A-17a-150 which requires matching funds and Section 53A-17a-151.]
(1) A district may participate in the K-3 Reading Achievement Program by submitting

a plan in accordance with Section 53A-17a-150 and Rule R277-406.
[(2) School districts shall use the following data for the reading fund calculations:]
(2) A school district shall calculate funding under the K-3 Reading Achievement

Program using the following data:
(a) the most current numbers of final adjusted assessed valuations received from

the Utah State Tax Commission;
(b) the year’s tax collection rate, that corresponds to the year provided under [R277-

522-4B] Subsection (2)(a);
(c) the previous fiscal year’s number of [F]free and [R]reduced [P]price [M]meal

applications; and
(d) the current fiscal year total number of WPUs received by each school district for

the basic school program.
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